
Imp rovin g th e City ’s W aste Wate r T reat men t  Plan t

The W astewater  Tre atme nt P lant was originall y b uilt in the earl y 1970 ’s a nd had improvements 
made in the late 70’s, 80’ s and 90’s. To sta y in line with new technolo g y a nd the cit y’s 
population growth, the  a gin g fa cilit y ne eded to be  upgr aded and  ex panded.

The over all perform ance  of the treatment plant, as  well as the rem aining cap acit y and condition 
of ke y equipment and p r ocesses w as evaluat ed be tween 2002 and 2004. Th e W astewater 
Treatment P lant F acilit y P lan determined that the  ex isting facilit y would ne ed signific ant 
improvements to meet ch anges in re gulator y requi rements as well as  future  capa cit y n eeds.

Betwe en 2004 and 2009,  the C it y embark ed on an  ex tended process to dete r mine the most 
efficient  and cost ef fectiv e method of finan cing an d constructing th e need e d improvements. Ver y 
detailed scopin g and desi gn c riteria do cuments we re prep ared,  and the C it y decided to move 
forwa rd with a “D esign –  Build – Oper ate” ( DB O)  method of perfo rmanc e  using a sin gle 
C ontractor, as opposed to  the traditional design, th en build, then operate p r ocess. P art of the 
reasonin g for this de cision was the fa ct that the pla nt needed to continue to  operate in complian ce 
with the current disch ar ge permit while major port ions of the site were dis mantled and repla ced. 
P lacing the r esponsibilit y for all oper ations at the site on a single C ontra ctor  made logistical 
sense, and allow ed the C it y to focus on te chnical  c riteria instead of multiple  contractual issues.

In J ul y 2011, a fter  appro x imatel y two  ye ars of p r oposal solicitation, proposal review,  and 
negotiations, the C it y s elected C H2M-Hill as the  DBO C ontra ctor.  C H2M -Hill took over 
operational control in S e ptember 2011. Desi gn w as completed in F ebrua r y 2012, and 
construction effo rts were completed in April 2014.

Overall plant c apacit y was ex panded from 2.25  Million Gallons per Da y (MGD) to 4 MGD, 
with piping siz es and the overall la yout desi gned f or a future  cap acit y of 7  MGD.  Imp rovements 
were made to the head works, ae ration basins, settling basins, clari fiers,  biosolids processing, and
filtration and disinfe ction processes. Oth er ke y improvements includ ed  chan ges to the odor 
control s ystem, addin g c ooling towers to me et te mperature  re gulations, an d chan gin g the bio- 
solids handling process  f rom a “C lass B ” product  to a “C lass A” produ ct.

To help pa y for the impr ovements, the C it y incre ased s ewe r rates.  S ewer r ates ar e based on 
water usa ge durin g th e winter months when the water usage e x cludes outdoor watering.  In  
addition, s ystem dev elopment char ges, which are impa ct fe es de velopers pa y wh en the y r eceive  
a building p ermit, will be re-evaluated.




